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F.. LETTER Iv. 
| here will not entirely ceaſe hereafter. 
At the ſame time I prayed to God that 
he would mitigate and do away the 
exceſſive ſorrow with which I was tor- 
mented. But not one thought had J 
of faith in Chriſt and converſion. 

At this time I employed myſelf in 
aſſiſting a friend of mine who was pre- 
paring a book that he had written, for 
publication, and found, while thus 
occupied, my attention ſomewhat di- 
verted from my loſs, and the ſtreſs of 
my ſorrow abated. About eight days, 
to the beſt of my remembrance, after 
5 the death of Miſs 8 my paroxyſms 
& of grief and imbecillity of mind were 

vehement to the laſt degree. I was 
| > on. 
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torn in pieces by deſpair, had neither 


hope nor courage left—Oppreſſed-with 
inſupportable ſorrow I threw. myſelf 
on the bed, wiſhing. nothing ſo much 


as, by a ſudden ſtroke, to be releaſed 
from a life grown hateful to me. Alas ! 
how miſerable had I been to eternity, 


had my raſh and unreaſonable wiſh 
been granted! After ſome hours my 


mind became a little calmer. 

I had now begun to read the medita- 
tions of a certain Socinian, or rather 
Sceptic, on the principal truths of na- 


tural religion the elegant ſimplicity of 


his ſtyle pleaſed me exceedingly. My 
ſorrowful ſpirit at this time inclined me 
.more to the reading of religious books 

than 
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than of IE" ſought, in — earneſt, 
ſome alleviation” of a grief which 1 


Knew nat how to bear, and of which 
1 could not hope that it would ever 
ceaſe entirely; but to attain to it by 

che aid of my cuſtomary ſtudies, or by 


any amuſements whatever, was not in 
my power. Lavater- s Profpe&t above- 
mentioned in fome degree engaged my 
attention, ftrengthened my mind, and 
for a time enabled me to forget my 


forrow. My chief concern and the 
ſubject of all my prayers and endea- 
yours, was an abatement of my ex- 


ceſſiwe grief, but as for the ſalvation 
of my foul E thought no more of it, 
Perhaps lefs, than formerly. Not a 
jus idea occurred to me of the ne- 


ceſſity 
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8 of a new birth and of union 
with Chrift by faith. Spiritual good; 
vas a good of which I had neither the 
knowledge nor che deſire. My prayers 
therefore and my ſearch into the con- 
tents of religious books had all one 
tendency, and aimed at nothing more 
than my deliverance from the extre- 5 
mity of woe, and the recovery, af 


poſſible, - of f fome N 


0 W if] 1 miſtake not, 
was the day which I am bound never 
to forget, but to celebrate with eter- 5 
nal praiſes; the day in which by the 
omnipotent grace of God I was called 
out of darkneſs into light, out of death 


into life, and was made e of - 


5 the 
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the heavenly birth. I ſought not the 
Lord but was found by him; little did 
I think of him, but he loved me with 
an everlaſting love, and in loving- ki nd- 
| neſs drew me to himſelf. I was given 
to Chriſt from eternity. He had 
bought me with his precious blood ; 

hitherto I had been a wandering ſheep 
ſtraying here and there, but now was 
the time .come when I ſhould be con- 
verted to the great Shepherd and 
Biſhop of ſouls, and brought into his 
bleſſed flock. 


In the afternoon I was employed 
an reading the meditations which I 
have mentioned of that ſociniani- 
Zing or ſceptical writer on the truths 

of 


LETTER iv. oF 
of natural religion. I read him with 
a Cloſe attention, and was abſorbed 
in the meditations ' that he ſuggeſt- 
ed. Suddenly awakened, as 1 may 
ſay, out of thoſe muſings, I thought 
on God and his works. An idea al- 

together extraordinary of the glory and | 
majeſty. of God ſtruck me. I had ne- 
ver in ſuch manner repreſented God 
to myſelf as now. I obſerved (the 
eyes of my underſtanding being en- 
lightened) and admired in all his 
works to which I adverted, his ſtupen- 
dous power, wiſdom and goodneſs, I 
had in my mind an apprehenſion of 
the ſplendor of his glory and preſence 
perfectly new to me. It was not ſo 
much a zotion that my illuminated 

5 intellect 
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intellect entertained of his nde ma- 
jeſty and perfections, as it was a ſenſe Ne 


of them; they were ſo preſent to me 


that I elt them. © The glory of his in- 
finite godhead and prefence filled me 
with delight, and I faw ſo clearly his 
fupreme worthinefs of all my love and 
obedience, that my mind was carried 
by a fweet and irreſiſtible force to love 
him with fincerity, and my heart, 
broken at the ſight, abhorred its for- 
mer ingratitude. I inſtantly conceived 
the purpoſe of a total reform in my 
conduct, of an univerſal attention to 
all his commandments, and to take 
them for my rule of life thenceforth 
without any exception. This appear- 
8880 to me not _ perfectly Juſt and 
RTE right, 
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the blindeſt and moſt — of 
creatures, who had never formed to 
myſelf ſuch views of God before, Wh 
had neither loved nor obeyed him. 
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And now 1 recollected that 1 had a 
difference with two who had peer: once 
my friends. My anger againſt them 
had been extreme. The pride and 
thirſt of revenge with which I had 
been uſually animated, ſeemed to ren- 
der a prompt reconciliation highly 
improbable; but, at this.time, 1 ſaw i $14 
evidently. my duty to: uſe my utmoſt 

endeavours to effect it. That new ap- 
nn hy God and ſenſe of his 


* Breatneſ 8 


9 Arras 


greatneſs with which my mind was 


now penetrated, wrought in me an 


unfeigned love to al-mankind, and ex 
oited and compelled me by a force 


which it was happineſs to obey, to 


exerciſe towards all: alike a ſpirit of. 


gentleneſs and benevolence. That 
very evening J had an opportunity 


to ſee them both at the houſe of a; 


third perſon. Gladly I went, and as 
I went, was occupied, to my beſt re- 


membrance, all the way in meditations, 


en the glory of God exhibited in every 
ereature: I ſhowed myſelf affable and 
friendly to my enemies, and behaved 
fo them as if no: ſtrife whatever had 
occurred between us. A few days after, 
F wrote to them declaring that I had 

' renounced 


der ttt . 67 
renounced all enmity and 4 anger agalnſt 
them, and was moſt ene to renew 


our wien ne Bin al 
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a this weforrble day thy con 
ander berame widely different, arid 
my eeurfe of life al. Wirkt a degree 
of attention to Which F had Un chen 


been a ſtranger, T coftteinplatett the 


great works of God; especially the 
ſtructure of che hüumaft Body, and in 
particular my own. The many proofs 
that 1I:difcovered of the wiſdom; power, 
atid goodneſs of God, affected rne with 
rapturous admiration and aſtoni{h- 
ment. In the livelieſt maririer 1 ſaw 
and perceived i in all his works the un- 
ſpeakable majeſty and conſummate 
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5 righteouſneſs of God, and How: . | 
ſant it is inceſſantly to admire, adore, 
love, and with the utmoſt readineſs to 
ſerve him. I had evidently acquired 
other and new ideas of God, of myſelf, : 
of the vanity of carthly things, and of 
the incttimaple value of grace and di- | 
cammunion. I was tranſlated, | 
as it were, into a new world. Chriſt 
lived in me, although till then I had | 
not known him, and thus 1 became a 
new creature ; old things had paſſed 
away and all things were become new. 


In ſhort, it is eaſier to conceive than 
to expreſs what paſſed in wy: mind on 
this occaſion. 


Theſe 


LET BER IF. 635 
0 -Theſothings haf nothappenedianday: p 


days when reflecting ſeriouſly on what 
had befallen me, I perceived that a, 
great and amazing change had been 
wirought in me; that my mind was 
illuminated by a light that I had never 


ſeen before, and that my waſhes: and 


deſires were become new alſo! 


therefore by undoubted experience 1 


hence concluded that I had obtained-by 


the incomprehenſible and effectual grace | 


of God, that new birth without which 


no man can fee or enter the kingdom of 


God, and of which; formerly, I had nei- 
ther the deſire nor even the thought. 
My ideas, now, of the infinite excellence 
and lovelineſs of God were lively and 


Fan Such alſo were my ap- = 
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. LETTER a 
prehenſions of my duty toward Nn. 
of my ovn exceſſive ingratitude and 
diſobedience, and of God's powerful 
5 and unmerited grace by which he had 
quickened me! Fears of the divine 
wrath I had none; no dread of puniſh- 
pat I deſerved it indeed, and 
ny unworthy of his favour, 1 

faw plainly, notwithſtanding which 1 
never for a moment ſuppoſed myſelf 
an object of divine wrath, or feared 
teſt J ſhould ſuffer the puniſhment chat 
I had deſerved. : It was a ſubject on 
which 26" ra fear, doubt, had no 
place” i in me ys b . of 
eee fenfe of his gracious pro- 
ſence, an W acquaintance 
with 


II TER 101 
with the delight that belongs: ta an 
effectual love of him+-thoſe things-ſe= 1 
filled me with exceeding joy. In ſuch 3 
a ſtate of mind I could not doubt one 
moment concerning my admittance to 
the divine favour and communion, ſor 
I had ſenſible ER of -' 
knowing rayſelf, however, ab 

7 of them, and a to 
account for the grant of them to ne, 
otherwiſe than in virtue of the blood 
d ſpirit of Chriſt alone, the Son of 
and only Saviour of ſinners. 
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cern for the welfare of her own fout: 
She returned me for anſwer that the 
believed there was ſome good thing found 
in ber toward the Lord God of Iſrael, for 
that ſhe had expreſſed great ſolicitude 
on that ſubject, and that ſhe had her- 
ſelf ſet before her the imputed righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, as the ſole ground of 
a ſinner's juſtification and ſalvation, 
on which alone he could reſt ſafely, and 
implore, with hope of ſucceſs, the fa- 
vour of a righteous God. Having read 
this letter, I was not perfectly ſatisfied 
with. the manner in which my mother 
had addreſſed her, and took it rather 
amiſs that ſhe had propoſed to her 
as the proper ground of hope the vica- 
rious ſufferings and righteou ſmeſs of 
ve Co} Chriſt. 


| LETTER IV. 03: © 
' Chriſt.” Theſe! had hitherto: * 1 
me a ſtone of offence and ſooliſhneſs. 2 
I had not indeed for ſome time made 
a public avowal of unbelief, nor was 1 
any longer a reviler of chriſtianity. 
Againſt ſome of my friends I ſeriouſly. 
defended the doctrine of the Trinity as 
well as ſeveral others. Immediately 
after the great change of heart that I 
had undergone, the temerity and wan- 
ton boldneſs of my genius had ſuffered 
a conſiderable abatement. But cer- 
tain it is that I had as yet no ſpiritual 
knowledge of many truths the moſt 
important. — 


he ſupernatural illumi- 
nation of the mind, eee and 
the change conſequent upon it—theſe 
I knew by clear and ſure experience. ; 

Wk but 


104 LETTER rr. 
ut my views of the: Lord Jeſus were 
ſtill very obſcure.) The knowledge 
which I had received{ uf him foam men 
and books availed'me nat. I had read 
| much concerniug him in the gouFſe: of 
my ſtudies, much aiſo concerning his 
Sertd⸗ natures, characters, 1 1085 and 
xenefits I could have cittd fram ſyſtems 
of divinity. But of all this I had no 
behoved me much to acquize it. In 
the days that imm li tely followed my 
regeneration, T thought not much Ine 
Jeſus, and if any ideas of him pre- 
| ſented them ſelves to my ſoul: they wor 
Teeply erer with the opinio 


SETS 
faction made by him, and. of the life 
of Kairh in him 1 had none; but 
theſe ſubjects rovedd at ray 
I ought to believe of him 1 knew net x 
and though he had purchaſed foi me, 
and beſtowed on — grace aid 
| favour of God, advert: 1 
ver to my infinite eee 0 
The! Saviqur i dwelt in me, ab I may 
ſay, unknown to me, and held my eyes 
that 1 might nat Kaon him: yet}-al+ = 
thauigh I was made partgker q his his lift, 
andi a 4 member of his myſtical body 
derived from mm as from- che head af 
that body, however uncanſcicug of: it, 
all the illumination, comfort, or ſpi- 
rieusl lege char LenjogedL 1 b bel 
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106 | LETTER Tv, 


In the mean time my concern for the 


| death of Miſs E. 6.9. abated much, and 
the extreme grief that I had ſuffered 


was almoſt entirely done away. My. 
mind was now altogether engaged in 


and prayed in due time to ſee what ad- 


vantages had reſulted to me from that 
loſs; and how well and wiſely the Lord 
dad appointed me to ſuffer it; and in 


meaſure as I conſidered the importance 
of eternal things, the worth of the ſoul, 


and the happy change that I had ex- 
perienced—1 could, with my whole 
heart, give thanks to God for that very 
event, which only a few days before, 


had filled me with WO an- 
Suiſh, 


LETTER IV. 107 : 

guiſh, and driven me almoſt to me er- 5 
bre of e en 145 
| Not many days after that remark. 
able change, I wrote to a friend of 
mine who had been a witneſs of my 
ſorrow and deſpair, informing him of 
my extraordinary converſion; that 1 f 
had begun to entertain far other thoughts 
of God and religion than formerly, 
that my grief occaſioned by the death 
of Miſs E. .. was much moderated, 
and in fact had almoſt ceaſed. In 
reality this ſudden and effectual change 
was ſuch, that from che moment when 
it befel me I could never doubt for a 
ſingle hour my vocation, at that time, 
from death to life, and from darkneſs 
into 
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into marvellous light, Thus did God 
in a wonderful manner bear my prayers 
for an alleviation of my affliction, and 
duns did he fulfil them _ means of 
which: I had no COBREFE ION. |: 55 


3 y : 
„ Do Ye? »& 7 a . » 


Permit me here to add two or three 
remarks on the ſingular management 


of God's Providence in ah 
R e n - "vx 4 2+ 
tion. i ini 
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12d not ſeen and Se With 


af Miſs E. . . a fe day before her death, 

I had been leſs afflicted at it. Vet my 
Jaurney home was unexpected, and 

made in ſpite of: many difficulties! 1 
| did d and converſe with dee | 
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found her faithful to me. Theſe. 4 eir- a 
cum ene may ſorrow. 


5 * continued at bm db bett 
preſent at her death, the afflickion 
would have entirely overp wered me, 
the books that T have mentioned would 
have excited! in me no curioſity to read . 
them, neither ſhould 1 have deen ele- 
een OY ee ee, ee TS 


cad 1 W into the coantry as 
——— 
to read, meditate and pray, would pro- 
bably ſoon have loſt much of it em- 
Phaſis. 5 eee e 


Had 
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Had my grief been more engt . 
- it was, it had become downright deſ- 
peration, and had it been leſs intenſe, 
my ordinary ſtudies, various amuſe- 
ments, and converſation with my 
friends, would have delivered me in a 
ſhort time from the greater part of it. 


Wonderful therefore were the means 
by which I was impelled to the pur- 
Chaſe of the books I have mentioned, 
the notice of which books reached me 
alſo by accident exactly in that criſis. 
But more wonderful. ſtill it ſeems, 
that it ſhould have pleaſed God, whoſe 
thoughts are not as our thoughts, who 
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LETTEEIVS II 
is great and we comprehend him not, 
to give me the light of his on Spirit, 

to ſnatch me from the kingdom of Sa⸗ 5 
tan, and tranſlate me into his own | 
glorious kingdom, : while I was reading 
a book which, under a chriſtian title, 
contains much unchriſtian matter, and 
in which the divinity and ſatisfaction 
of Chriſt are both controverted ! This 
was unqueſtionably an extraordinary 
meaſure. Theſe beginnings of my re- 
generation differ in truth widely from 
the experience of moſt. Oh what 
abundant matter have I of continual 
admiration, adoration, and thankful 
obedience |! But alas, how little do 1 
render in return for the unſpeakable 
| obliga- 
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